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PRIMA DONOR

hen Noel Baron, a baller-

ina from La Jolla, Calitor-

nia, learned (from an ABC
relevision spcmal} that one of Canavag-
gio’s most famous paintings, The Natir-
ty, had been stolen from the Oratono
of San Lorénzo in Palermo, Sicily, she
took action. She spent an ¢nfre year
recreating the nine-by-seven-foot paint-
ing (the canvas was so large she had to
work in her garage), which she has
recently offered to the victimized
church. The Cardinal of Palermo. over-
whelmed by the offer, has arranged for
its transportation to his church where
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it will hang over the altar

Baron is now reconstructing
another Caravaggo, 56 Mar-
thew and the Angel, which was
destroyed 1n a fire.“Tes v way
of returming
spmething,
precious to
the art world.” she said. "And to think
that my work will hang where Caravag-
gio's has hung—its an honor”

Baron’s house 15 filled with more than
forty of her canvases: most arc copies
of the old-masterworks she prefers, but
she hasalsoventured intothe ninereenth
century to tackle the work of Albert
Bierstadr, J.A.D. Ingres; and Pierre-
Augusre Cot (see her version of his 1580
The Stovr, above). Baron also paints por-
traits of the people she most admares,
lilr..:Baryslmjkm Nureyev, and Pavarot-
tl, Her next project is a portrait of I‘npc
John Paul I1. Whether mp}rc:mngma
she works only from photographs. As
free wall space disappears, she con-
remplates opening her own museum
where, she says, “People will be able to
see memonies of the greatest paintings
of the world.” Catherine Barnert
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Miss Noel Baron S E
9603 TLasella Farms Rd.

Dear Mi sﬁm

.'.....'"3.'-{".’}.".“.'.'E@iﬂ'a ’“ﬂa‘ﬂ‘ﬁﬂ“ at’é ﬁle diﬁﬁﬁﬂal Esi‘” its far inal
WpeH, to the competent Itelian authorities, |
Wnile I ‘am waii;iﬁg for the reply, I'd like to infﬂm
yau ﬂm I"ll ‘be v::lsi A Smmagf; m the middle pf May, in




Dec. 15,1986 -

4 Dear Mr. McGill,

My good friend chari@s Koczka of ﬁfSc'Euaﬁﬁm
informed me that you would like to have some plio¥os of my
paintings. Please find them enclosed .along with a pho
of myself as "dancer". Among. the photos you will find ‘my -
re-creatign of Caravaggio's."ﬂatiwity“ whieh 1s arriving: -

+

was overwhalmed at my gift and has anxiocusly av:ited
arrival $ince July of B6.

?1ease do not hesitate te call me at my.
home in La Jolla, Califarnia. My Phqnn is (619)453-57




Iranscription of hand written letier by Charles Koczha
{Special Senior Agent) to Ambassador Maxwell 12-10-86

#U.8. Department of The Treasury
US Custom Service
NEW YORK NY.

Early in 1986 Ms. Noel Baron called this writer for assistance in making a gift to ltaly of a copy of (he
Natvity by Caravaggio which was stolen for the Oratorig of San Lorenze in Palermo, Sicily in 1969,
The original was believed to have been destroyed while in the hands of thieves hy the November 22,
18380 earthquake: A friend of Imn:ei was attempting to acquire it. ©

Afier numerous contacts with Italidn government and church officials ms. Baron shipped her painting
via Emery Afrfreight from her Califomia home on 12/6/1986. It should have arrived at the church hy
Der 16™ v plenty of time for viewing by Christmas worshipers. [ suggest vour office contact laly's
{iultural Minister Anthony Gullotti to appraise himof this American woman's great generosity toward
the liakian people. An invitation (with all expenses paid by the US or Italy) to have her present for the
official unveiling would certainly e appropriate along with your presence. Her telephone number is
619 XXX XXXX or 619 XXX X%E'XX.

Al and Antiques Magazine will feature her story it he January 1987 issue.

B advised that NBC television plans to air on television Dec 20-21.weekend a story of the American
artist’s gilt to laly. NBC has already sent its Rome TV crew Lo film the church before the painting's
acmal arrival

American Embassy attention to this unique Christmas gift from America to Italy may well push ltalian
Church and pelitical authorites tq give due recognition to our country's generosity.

‘This beautiful copy-of the stolen original Nativity painting measures 89 x 7. The intended church
official who should be aware of the arrival is Msgn, Guiseppi Pecaroro { his Tel. No. 011 34 91 583
442,

Whiile this writer failed in his atrempt to Tecover the original stolen work this is certainly an excelfent
second besi expression of America to aid the victims, the people of Palermo and the rest of the Ttalian
Cidzens, What a nice way of saying Merry Christmas to your host country.

Sincerely
Senior Special Agent Charles Koczka
US Customs Service
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CURIA ARCIVESCOVILE
DI
PALERMO 90134 PALERMO

CORSO VITTORIO EMANUELE 459

_JAN. 14,1987

DEAR. MISS NOELYBARON

WE RECELVED YOUR COPY OF THE NATIVITY BY CARAVAGGIO,
WHICH YOU 50 GENEROUSLY DONATED THE ORATORIO OF 5AN LORERNZO
IN PALERMO.

CARDINALE SALVATORE PAPPALARDO WISHES TO TEANK YOU FOR
YOUR EKTND GESTURE,AND ALL THE WORK AND TIME YOU SPENT PAINTING
THE EXACT COPY, WHICH WILL BE ELACED IN THE SPOT.OF THE ORIGINAL,
IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS.

IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO TRAVEL TO PALERMO,.PLEASE
POSTPONE YOUR TRIP FOR A ﬂHILE, SINCE THE ORATORIO IS BEING
RESTORED, AND WE WOULD LIXE IT TO BE READY FOR YGQUR VISIT.

ONCE AGAIN THANK YOU VERY MUCH , WITH MY ESTEEM FOR
YOUR THOUGHTFULNESS, AND HIS EMINENCE THE CARDINALE,
SENDS YOU HIS BLESSING.

MONSIGNOR GIUSEPPE PICORARO

ASSISTANT TO THE CARDINALE



CURIA ARCIVESCOVILE
D |
St A 90134 Palermu, 14/ 1/1887
Como Vintordio Emamele, 459

H |.l| s -I 'l"':lb‘] U'J".L-HEJ

Gent.ma sSignora

>ig.ra Neel Baron

CALIFORNIA

& PsC* Frez.mo ocignor
Dir=ttore Gerlando Butti
Istituto Culturale Itzliato

LOS ANGRLES

abbiamo ricevuto in questi g.orni la copia della Nativita
del Caravagpio da Lei dipinta e donata gertilmente allt'Cratorio
dl 5. Lorenzo in Falermo.

Anche a nome di S.k. Hev.ma il Cardinsle 3alvatore Papralar
do La ringrazioc del gesto gentile e del lavoroe non indifferente
ifrontato per dipingsre detta copia, che sara col.ocata al po

sto dell'originale in guesti giorni,

In guanto ad una eventuale Sua venuta a Falermo, forss con
verrebbe rimsndarla a piu avanti nel tempo, anche perché athiamo
predisposto un progetto di restauro dell'Uratorio di 3., Lorenzo
e locali annessi e sarebbe ausplcabile una Sua visita a lavori
ultimati.

Ringraziandola ancora una volta, gradisca ricevere con i
sensi della mia stima, 13 benediziones di Sua Eminenza il Lardi

nale

IL. VICARIU cFISCUFALE

.."5-7/21:.1"'_2.-—-.1_ =,

{ans. Giuseppe Fecoraro)



CURIA ARCIVESCOVILE Palermo, 20.03.1996
/

Prot. 22/cE/96

Gent.le Signor
Raffaele Di Martino
Via Gregorio VIIn.3135
00165 ROMA

Invio come richiestomi, foto della copia defla Nativita del Caravaggio effettunta dalla
pittrice Noel Baron.
Un satuto affettuoso e deferente per Lei ¢ per la Signora Baron.




JAN. 9,1988
DEAR MONS. PECORART,

I WOPE YOU HAD A PLESANT CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW ¥EAR.
It HAS 'BEEN OVER ONE YEAR NOW SINGCE 1 SENT MY €OP? OF THE “NATIVITY"
BY CARAVACGIO TO YOU; IN PALERMD. YOUR LETTER TO'ME, FROM LAST JANUARY,
SATD THE PAINTIC WOULD BE PLACED ABOVE THE ALTAR IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS.
IIRJ;‘.(.;EhVI_TLY SAW & PICTURE IN THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE, OF THE EMEIY
FRAME YN PALERMO. PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHEN YOU WILL BE PLACING TEE PAINTING
IN THE FRAME,” AND IF YOU.WOULD BE SO KIND AS TO SEND ME A PHOTOGRAPH
OF THE ?AIN-TIRE: IN THE PRAME IT WOULD SRING ME CREAT JOY IN MY HEART,
THAWK YOU AGATN FOL YOUR PRECIOUS TIME.

.

NOEL BARON

.. NOEL BARON
9603 LA JOLLA PARMS ROAD
LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

92037 U.8.A.
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